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Our content is organized by thematic units that are consistent 
with all FCPS middle schools. Fiction, nonfiction, and poetry 
are integrated into each unit, along with writing, grammar, 
and technology. 

7th Grade English 

*

Quarter Concept Based Units Anchor Genre

1 Community; Identity Narrative Fiction

2 Challenge Expository (Informative) 
Nonfiction

3 Perception Persuasion

4 Connection; Growth Autobiography



English 7 General Education

● Students are reading at or below grade 
level, or do not necessarily enjoy 
reading yet.

● Students need some support with 
writing, and don’t necessarily enjoy it 
yet.

● Students need more support in starting 
and finishing work.

Reading, Writing, and Grammar
Which course is best for your student?

English 7 Honors

● Students read at or above grade level 
and enjoy reading independently 
and often.

● Students are able to write more 
independently, and/or enjoy writing.

● Students work well independently and 
do not need as much support in 
starting/finishing work.

We look forward to helping all our students 
enjoy and become successful at all aspects of 
English.



▪ Geography
▪ Reconstruction
▪ Westward Movement
▪ Immigration & Urbanization
▪ Industrialization
▪ Progressive Movement
▪ Imperialism/Spanish American War
▪ World War I
▪ 1920s
▪ Great Depression/New Deal
▪ World War II
▪ Cold War
▪ Post Consumer Culture/Contemporary Issues
▪ Civil Rights
▪ Globalization

History 7



History 7 Cornell Notes: 
Honors vs. General Education 



Progressive Era Assignment

*

Both HONORS and 
General start with the 

same source



Progressive Era Assignment

*

HONORS GENERAL 



History 7 Essay Question 
Examples

*

HONORS GENERAL 

 
IV.  Paragraph Writing (25 points):  
Using the information we have covered 
in this unit, write a paragraph to answer 
the question below.  Make sure you 
write in complete sentences.

 
How did the lives of Indigenous people 

change with the Expense of 
Expansion?

 
IV.  Paragraph Writing (25 points):  
Write a paragraph to answer the question 
below.  Use the following words in your 
response.  Be sure to use them correctly 
and write in complete sentences.  
westward expansion     settlers                 
land              Dawes Act             
reservation                buffalo conflict
 

How did the lives of Indigenous people 
change with the Expense of Expansion?



Investigations in 
Environmental 

Science
General Education & Honors

7th Grade

Science
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Classes are centered around structured, inquiry-based 
investigations.  They will have the opportunity for 
blended learning, where they will incorporate digital and 
hands-on resources into their activities and 
assignments.

Because 7th grade science becomes the foundation for 
the students’ high school science experience, where 
they will explore Biology & Env. Sci.  in greater depth.

02

Why is it important?

01

Investigations in Environmental Science

7th grade science is the students’ first academic 
immersion into ONE specific area of science – 
specifically biology!

What is it?  It’s Science 7 or Life Science!

How do we do it?



Matter & Energy in 
Living Systems

What will we be learning?

Unit 1

Interactions & Interdependence 
in Ecosystems

Unit 2

Cause & Effect 
Relationships in 

Ecosystems

Unit 3

Unit 4

Stability & Change in 
the Hereditary System

Qua
rte

rs
 1 &

2:
   

Eco
lo

gy
/E

nv
iro

nm
en

ta
l S

ci
en

ce

Quarter 3:
Cellular Structure & Function

Quarter 4:
Genetics & Heredity



Investigations in Environmental Science

Meaningful Watershed Educational Experience (MWEE) Field Trip 
Hidden Oaks Nature Center

Students participate in hands on 
activities, learn about their local 
watershed, and the effects on 
Chesapeake Bay.



Some examples of differences between:

Unit – Cells 
● 8 cell organelles & 

functions
● Compare and contrast 

plant & animal cells
● Given analogy to match to 

cell organelle function
● Slotted notes from video, 

reading, and direct 
instruction

● Students explore all of 
the Gen Ed content PLUS:

● Additional organelles (10) 
& functions

● Create analogy of each 
organelle

● Cornell Notes with 
structured outline from 
videos, reading, and 
direct 

General Education Honors



What does DIFFERENTIATION look like?



What does DIFFERENTIATION look like?



Three 7th Grade Math Options
Math 7
• On Grade Level
• Prepares students for 

Pre-Algebra or 
Algebra I

• Takes Math 7 SOL

Math 7 HN
• Pre-Algebra (Math 8) 

Curriculum plus Honors 
Topics

• Prepares students for 
Algebra I or Algebra I 
Honors

• Takes Pre-Algebra SOL 
(Math 8)

Algebra I HN
• Students must qualify by (1) 

taking advanced math in 6th 
grade; (2) a score of 91% on 
the IAAT, and (3) scoring 
Passed Advanced on the Math 
7 SOL

• Students take Geometry 
Honors as 8th graders

• Takes Algebra SOL



Portrait of a Math Student
Math 7

•Good mathematics 
skills

•Good organizational 
and study skills

•More of a concrete 
thinker.  Example:  
using a number line 
to add and subtract 
integers.  

Math 7 HN

• Very strong in  mathematics (will 
be skipping a full grade level of 
Math 7)

• Strong organizational and study 
skills

• Able to think abstractly.  Example:  
Why are there two solutions to this 
problem?

                

Algebra 1 HN

• Excellent mathematics skills, 
including basic computation facts

• Excellent organizational and study 
skills

• Able to think abstractly, and 
communicate algebraically and in 
writing

• Qualifying exams



Comparison of 3 Levels
Math 7 Math 7 Honors

Answer has infinite 
solutions

Algebra Honors

Answer has one solution

Students learn Order of 
Operations in Math 7 
that include negative 
numbers

Order of Operations with 
negative numbers is assumed 
prior knowledge, students 
start incorporating square 
roots, cubes, absolute value, 
and nesting

*Math 7 and PreAlgebra is 
assumed prior knowledge; 
students begin incorporating 
positive and negative cube roots

2(4x – 3) – 8 = 4 + 2x

Answer has one solution



The Big Question
What class is your child socially and emotionally ready for?

Honors courses require self advocacy, motivation to spend 
more time on homework, organizational skills, and a solid 

work ethic. 

Course selection subject to change based on middle school 
beginning of the year assessments. It is imperative that your child 

is placed in the correct course so that they are successful in the 
long run.  


